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hemiplegia refers to the loss of motor control on one side of the body. the hemiplegic side of a stroke patient's body may be affected by weakness, numbness, or paralysis. the extent of a stroke's hemiplegia can vary. hemiplegia may be temporary or permanent.

temporary hemiplegia is caused by minor problems such as a minor head injury or a minor stroke. permanent hemiplegia may be the result of a major stroke, such as a hemorrhage or a thrombosis (blockage of an artery). symptoms of a stroke include sudden pain or
numbness of the face, arm, or leg on one side of the body. a stroke may also cause sudden trouble with vision or speaking. as in all other attacks, the patient reported the attacks to occur with a sudden movement. the attacks occurred once a week and lasted from 4

to 12 minutes. after a couple of minutes, the patient felt drowsy, dizzy and nauseous. in the majority of cases, the attacks were triggered by sudden movements like shaking hands, sneezing, coughing or touching the forehead, back of the neck or shoulder blades.
the patient always felt strong head or neck movements. in two cases, the attacks were triggered by turning over in bed. most attacks could be terminated by lying down again. the attacks always started with a startle reaction of the patient with an expressionless

face and without any bodily reactions. sudden attacks in which the patient seeks help have been recognized since the first observations of desmurget and séguin in 1819 [ 54 55 ]. the term st. vitus' dance was coined by berridge in 1838 [ 56 ]. the attacks are often
frightening to the patient and to bystanders and are often precipitated by sudden movements, as described by the patients in this review. however, in a substantial proportion of cases, patients do not seek medical help due to fear of consequences, embarrassment

or a feeling of shame. in all cases, in which the patient did not seek help, the attacks resolved spontaneously within a few minutes.
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several mechanisms have been suggested to account for the
association between ah and migraine. the search for the causes of

ah is an important and ongoing topic. patients' characteristics (e.g.,
age, sex, migraine history, psychological state) and real or perceived
environmental factors may be related to the development of ah [ 2 ].

a direct link between ah and migraine has been considered to be
difficult to prove because patients with ah tend to be older than

patients with migraine. patients with ah tend to have more severe
attacks than migraine patients with the same attack frequency. the

duration of ah tends to be longer than migraine attacks [ 2 ]. there is
also evidence that ah affects more females than males [ 2 ]. some

theories about mechanisms that might explain the association
between ah and migraine are discussed in the following sections. in

addition, the literature of other types of headache (e., vascular,
tension-type, or medication-overuse headaches) is briefly reviewed.

hansen et al. [ 24 ] demonstrated that there was a significant
decrease in the number of patients with migraine in the preventive

treatment group in comparison with the patients without
prophylactic treatment. the study was not specifically designed to

assess the preventive treatment for ah. there are some limitations in
the study. in the study population, all patients were included,

irrespective of the number of attacks in the month prior to the study.
it is possible that patients with more frequent and severe attacks

were selected for prophylactic treatment. furthermore, the patients
were already on prophylactic treatment before inclusion and

received the same medication at the inclusion visit, which makes it
difficult to conclude whether the effect was due to prophylactic

treatment or the change in medication. the last major limitation in
the study is that the description of the migraine phenotype at
baseline was not made. this may have influenced the results.

although no differences in attack frequency were demonstrated,
differences in migraine severity and type of migraine attacks

between patients with and without prophylactic treatment were not
reported. furthermore, no response to preventive medication was

reported. 5ec8ef588b
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