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We spoke with The Division’s creative director, Matt Goldman. [WARNING: What follows is a long read. You can start now, but read it in one sitting] You’re always asked to comment on
your game after a big reveal and the DLC. How did you feel about the reveal of The Division and how the game’s world and tone stood up to people’s early expectations? We’ve been
working on The Division for nine years now. We went to incubation and were taken out back, shown what we could do, and given the full part of the studio. So you have this pressure on
yourself. You want to make this come true. The first time, in the presentation, we showed off the night-vision goggles and weapons. That part in particular, I think a lot of players were
surprised by. How are they planning to simulate the dry world of Washington, DC? Many people assumed it would be a snowy world. At first, we didn’t want to do a snow world. There
was always this kind of scope of the game: it’s a big online world, it has so much to do and so many people to recruit. We didn’t want to have to go and add snow. So we tried to think of
how we could get the same sense of scale, the same sense of presence, but not have to go out and add snow. But actually, it was even better. There’s a lot of darkness in the city, and
when you run around in the night, it
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